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CALCULATING IRAN’S IRAQ IMPACT: 
“IT’S TOO LATE TO SWITCH SIDES” --A 
SUNNI LEADER ARGUES 
 
From Our Baghdad Correspondent 
 
Condoleezza Rice’s recent visit to Iraq was 
intended to show support for the battered 
government of Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri 
al-Maliki, but it was clear from the 
moment the Secretary of State arrived that 
the US was beginning to shift its political 
stance. A senior member of the al-Tawafuq 
Bloc told this reporter that during her visit, 
Rice met the notable Sunni politicians and 
national leaders and “stressed that the 
United Sates feels that America’s support 
for the Shias has encouraged them to 
follow an Iranian strategy.” This senior al-
Tawafuq political leader added that Rice 
specifically said that the US “is fearful that 
there is an Iranian strategy that aims to take 
over the middle and south of the country.”  
 
These fears, I was told, mean that the US is 
strongly considering giving the Sunni’s an 
enhanced position in Iraq’s current 
political structure. Rice’s strong message 
contained a veiled formula: if the Sunni 
community helps to end the insurgency, 
the United States will work to give it a 
larger role in future governments -- at the 
expense of pro-Iranian Shias. As this 
political leader then noted: “We told the 
Secretary of State that we are ready to 
cooperate with the United States and we 
would even welcome a decision on their 
part to keep US forces in the country, as a 
counter-weight to growing Iranian 
influence. We told her that we were 
particularly concerned about the growing 
power of SCIRI -- the Supreme Council for 
the Islamic Revolution in Iraq.” 
 
The most important political circles in 
Baghdad were aware of Rice’s flirtation 
with the Sunnis, even as it was happening, 
as American officials agree that they too 
believe that SCIRI plans to establish an 
independent pro-Iranian state in a large 
part of the country.  
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 Conflicts Forum receives study grant from the 
 United States Institute of Peace   

 

Disarmament vs. Demilitarization:  
 

A Case Study of Military Integration in the Lebanese post-
Conflict Environment 

 

CONFLICTS FORUM BRIEFING SERIES: WASHINGTON II 
 
Conflicts Forum co-Directors Alastair Crooke and Mark Perry 
conducted a series of Washington, DC briefings on CF’s work in 
the Middle East during the last week of September. The briefings 
were the second in a series. The first series of briefings took place 
in September 2005 (see Issue 3 on our website for details).  
 
Alastair Crooke made a presentation at the United States Institute 
of Peace on 22 September. His remarks focused on the impact of 
the recent Israeli-Hezbollah war and the continuing pressures on 
Hamas in the West Bank and Gaza. Crooke was joined in his 
remarks by Mark Perry and by Fred Hof -- a Washington, DC 
political consultant and one of the delegates to Conflict Forum’s 
March 2005 exchange with Hamas and Hezbollah in Beirut.  
 
Crooke and Perry conducted a series of smaller private meetings 
during the Washington briefing series, and Crooke spoke at a 
conference hosted by the Princeton Project on National Security. 
He was a part of a panel moderated by columnist David Ignatius 
that included Peter Bergen, CNN’s al-Qaeda consultant. The 
Princeton Project is a “major academic initiative” that intends to 
“develop a long-term national security strategy for the US.” 
Crooke’s remarks focused on Conflict Forum’s work over the last 
two years -- the importance of forging an opening to political Islam, 
the necessity of differentiating between “revivalist” and 
“revolutionary” Islamic groups, and the need for shaping a Western 
approach to Islam that overrides stereotypes and prejudices.  
 
“There is no question that our policies towards Islam will change, 
simply out of necessity,” Crooke said during his presentation at the 
Princeton Project. “Failure will necessitate change. And when that 
change comes, we will have to have discussions with people whom 
we now view as extremists, but who actually are those groups that 
have real political legitimacy on the ground in the Middle East -- 
Hamas, Hezbollah, the Muslim Brotherhood. They have the support 
of their people, they believe in reform, and they are participating in 
the democratic process. We need to recognize them, instead of 
pushing them into the arms of the revolutionaries.”  
 

(continued on page 2) 
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CONFLICTS FORUM BRIEFING SERIES: WASHINGTON II  (continued from page 1) 
 
Crooke also gave a briefing at the New America Foundation. The briefing was hosted and moderated by Daniel 
Levy, who was active in the Geneva Initiative and who now serves as Senior Fellow and Director of the Middle 
East Policy Initiative at the Foundation. During his session, Crooke gave a detailed analysis of the Israeli-
Hezbollah war that focused on Hezbollah’s intelligence, military and political capabilities. 
 
“It is clear now, several weeks after the end of the war,” Crooke said, “that Hezbollah won a decisive victory. 
The impact of that victory is still reverberating through the region. Even so, there can be little doubt that the 
United States and its allies -- through their open support of Israel and their insistence on a continuation of the 
war when others were calling for a ceasefire -- have undermined what little political leverage they retained in the 
region.” 
 
During this second series of Washington briefings, Crooke and Perry also briefed a group of senior retired 
military officers during a private dinner. The briefing was put together by Bobby Muller, the head of Veterans 
For America, and a member of Conflicts Forum’s Board of Advisors. In attendance at the dinner were Col. Paul 
Hughes (U.S. Army, ret.), Major General John Johns (U.S. Army, ret.), and Lt. General Robert Gard (U.S. 
Army, ret.). Also in attendance was Paul Woodward, a journalist and political commentator, who will be joining 
CF as its website designer and manager. ◙ 

 

Conflicts Forum receives study grant from the 
 United States Institute of Peace   

 

Disarmament vs. Demilitarization:  
 

A Case Study of Military Integration in the Lebanese post-Conflict Environment 
 
Conflicts Forum is pleased to announce that the United States Institute of Peace has awarded $50,000 to 
Conflicts Forum to conduct a research study on “disarmament vs demilitarisation.” The research project will 
investigate the efficacy of the two approaches and how they might best be applied in the case of the disarmament 
or demilitarization of Hezbollah in the Lebanese political environment. “We are proud that our organization has 
been recognized by USIP for its work over a period of many years in Lebanon,” Conflicts Forum co-Director 
and founder Alastair Crooke said, “and we certainly appreciate this sign of USIP’s trust in our capabilities.” 
 

The USIP-funded study will determine whether full disarmament should precede the negotiation of a political 
settlement or whether it is better to couple “demilitarization” (the integration of a militia group into a national 
army) as a parallel political process leading to national reconciliation. The study will take as its baseline the 
successes and failures of previous attempts at disarmament and demilitarization in Southwest Africa and 
Northern Ireland. 
 

The Conflicts Forum research project will involve the publishing of a series of detailed monographs by a variety 
of experts on the “demilitarization vs. disarmament” question.  
 

Conflicts Forum will approach this study by placing the perspectives of Hezbollah, the Lebanese Government, 
and the relationship between the two within a historical context as well as tracing the roots of current US and EU 
narratives on disarmament. 
 
The project will be overseen by Conflicts Forum Directors Alastair Crooke and Mark Perry together with 
international experts Lord John Alderdice (One of the four international monitors to the Good Friday Agreement 
appointed by the British Government in 2004 and senior member of CF Advisory Board) and Geoffrey Aronson 
(Director of the Foundation for Middle East Peace in Washington DC and senior member of CF Advisory 
Board). Results of the research project and monographs published by CF on the research project can be accessed 
after their publication on the CF website. ◙  
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HOW HEZBOLLAH DEFEATED ISRAEL 
 

A three-part series by Alastair Crooke and Mark Perry 
 
 

 

In a three part series -- “How Hezbollah Defeated Israel” -- 
Conflicts Forum co-directors Alastair Crooke and Mark Perry 
explore the outcome of the Israel-Hezbollah war, with a step-
by-step analysis of the situation on the ground in Lebanon and 
inside political circles in both the US and Israel. Their analysis 
reveals why the Israel-Hezbollah war has changed the Middle 
East forever and will influence events in the region for years to 
come. A new leadership is emerging in the region, but will the 
West read the signs? 
 
 
All 3 parts can be viewed on Asia Times Online 
(http://www.atimes.com – ATol Specials) 
 
 
PART 1 
The intelligence war 
 
The Israeli government violated the first principle of war - it 
showed contempt for its enemy, Hezbollah, and the resulting 
intelligence failure during its July campaign was catastrophic. It 
meant that, after the inability of Israel's air campaign to degrade 
Hezbollah assets in the first 72 hours of the war, a decisive 
victory for Israel became highly unlikely. This left Israel with 
no alternative but to invade Lebanon with ground troops in the 
hope of destroying Hezbollah's will to prevail.  

 
PART 2 
The ground war 
 

Israel's call up of reservists was the first clear sign that its air strikes against Hezbollah had not been 
successful. Then came false claims of towns captured and battles won, and the indiscriminate use of cluster 
munitions. By any accounting -- whether in rockets, armoured vehicles or numbers of dead and wounded -- 
Hezbollah scored a decisive military and political victory. 
 
 
PART 3 
The political war  
 

The aftermath of the Israel-Hezbollah war will be felt for years, not months, and has redrawn the political 
map throughout the Middle East, not just in Israel and Lebanon. And the upshot of it all is that if and when 
the US attacks Iran, it will lose. ◙ 

http://www.atimes.com
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Middle_East/HJ12Ak01.html
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Middle_East/HJ13Ak01.html
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Middle_East/HJ14Ak01.html
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US CALCULATES IRAN’S IRAQ IMPACT: “IT’S TOO LATE TO SWITCH SIDES” -- A SUNNI LEADER ARGUES (cntd from pg 1)  
 
The Maliki government, for instance, supported a parliamentary bill allowing for increased autonomy as a way of 
promoting their unity program, current government officials note. But even the Sunnis are worried about US plans to 
confront Iran over its nuclear file: “An American attack on Iran puts us in the middle. Sooner or later, if there is a 
confrontation between the two countries, we will feel its effects,” one Sunni leader told our correspondent in Baghdad.   
 
The Rice visit was followed by a major conference of Sunni parties and resistance currents in Amman. Delegates to the 
meeting -- some 300 in all -- represented a broad spectrum of Sunni movements, including the Islamic Party and officials 
of the Muslim Ulama Council. The meeting produced a startling consensus. For the first time, the majority of Sunni 
representatives said they believed that the US should remain in Iraq as a counter-balance to growing Iranian influence. One 
Sunni spokesman told our correspondent that some parts of the Sunni resistance would be willing to “make a political 
arrangement with the Americans” to keep them in the country on a temporary basis. Such an agreement, this spokesman 
said, would include “a date for American withdrawal from our country with the retention of some forces in the country to 
protect us from the Shia militias.” In return there would be “an end to the Sunni resistance.” 
 
The Sunni conference and the Rice visit reflect a growing shift in Bush Administration perceptions about the country’s 
political crisis, even as American public opinion is turning against the continued occupation. But even with all the 
manoeuvrings during the last month in Baghdad, most Iraqi political observers are sceptical that the US can so openly 
“switch sides” against the Shias. “The Shia militias are a problem and the US wants to take care of that problem,” one 
Sunni political leader said, “but the Sunni resistance is also a problem. It would be hard for the US to stop fighting one and 
start fighting the other. It’s too late for that.” A Shia leader offered this counterpoint: “We have to stop acting as if the US 
can provide a solution. This is our country, and the Shias are the majority. It’s too bad if the US doesn’t like that, but it’s 
no longer up to them. It’s only a matter of time before they get out.” ◙
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CONFLICTS FORUM BOARD OF ADVISORS 
 
LORD ALDERDICE Key negotiator of the 1998 Good Friday Agreement; Lord Alderdice was appointed as one of the four 
International Monitors to the Good Friday Agreement by the British Government in 2004.  
 

GEOFFREY ARONSON Executive Director of the Washington, D.C.-based Foundation for Middle East Peace; He is a widely 
published authority on the region and is the foremost authority on the settlements issue in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  
 

MILT BEARDEN Former CIA Chief in Pakistan and Former Chief of the CIA’s Soviet/East European Division; Recipient of 
the Donovan Award and the Distinguished Intelligence Medal. 
 

RUPERT CHETWYND Senior Advisor to CF; Author and activist, has worked to build humanitarian programmes in the region 
after a career as a businessman.   

TOM CLARK  Chairman on the Board of the JAC Trust; He is a well-known political advocate and activist whose broad 
experience in the peace community includes organising reconciliation programmes in conflict and post-conflict societies.  
 

GRAHAM FULLER A career officer in the US intelligence services, Mr. Fuller is one of the world’s leading experts on 
political Islam and a noted author. 
 

ROBERT MALLEY Former Special Assistant to President Clinton for Arab-Israeli Affairs and Director for Near East and 
South Asian Affairs on the National Security Council staff; Currently Middle East and North Africa Program Director at 
the International Crisis Group. 

ROBERT O. MULLER Founder and Chairman of the Board of Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation, co-Founder of the 
International Campaign to Ban Landmines, co-recipient of 1997 Nobel Peace Prize. 
 

ISMAIL PATEL Director of Friends of Al-Aqsa, Leicester, UK; He is a noted commentator on the status of the Muslim 
community in Great Britain. 
 

JULIET CRAWLEY-PECK Senior Advisor to CF; Ms. Peck has worked in Afghanistan during the Soviet occupation; and is a 
researcher and activist with decades of experience in the region.  
 

GABRIELLE RIFKIND Human Security Consultant to the Oxford Research Group and Director of the Oxford Process; Group 
Analyst and specialist in conflict resolution; Founder of the Middle East Policy Initiative Forum (MEPIF), London. 
 

DR. AZZAM TAMIMI Director of the Institute of Islamic Political Thought (IIPT), London; Former Director of the Islamic 
Movement Parliamentary Office, Amman, Jordan. ◙ 
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